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1. PURPOSE

1.1 The purpose of this commercial standard is to provide stand-
ard methods of meéasuring and standard minimum measurements for
men’s shorts, and standard measurements and tolerances for boys’
shorts (woven fabrics), in order to eliminate confusion resulting from
a diversity of measurements, and to provide a uniform basis for
guaranteeing full size.

2. SCOPE

2.1 This standard covers methods of measuring men’s and boys’
shorts made from woven fabrics. It includes standard measure-
ments and tolerances for boys’ boxer and regular type (panel-back)
shorts; and standard minimum measurements for men’s boxer shorts,
and for men’s panel-back and center-seam-back shorts. The stand-
ard also carries a recommended means of identification through
labeléngdof these garments when produced in conformity with the
standard. '

3. APPLICATION

3.1 - The methods and ‘measurements given herein are a.pplica.blé
to finished garments as delivered by the manufacturer.

4. STANDARD METHODS OF MEASURING

4.1 Methods of measuring—The garment to be measured is
buttoned and laid out without tension (except as otherwise noted)
on a smooth, flat surface so that creases and wrinkles will not affect
- the measurements. Measurements are taken to the nearest % inch.

4.2 Total length—Measured from top outside edge of waistband
to lower edge of leg. (4 to B, fig. 1.) _

4.3 Thigh.—Measured from bottom of crotch across leg parallel
to lower edge of leg to-outside edge. (C to D, fig 1.)

44 Wast, around.—Measured between outside edges of waistband.
(Twice A to E, fig. 1.)

4.5) Leg width.—Measured across leg along lower edge. (F' to B,

. 1.
ﬁg4.6 Front rise.—Measured from bottom of crotch, including
" width of seam, up front of garment to middle of front edge of waist-

band. (C to H, fig, 1.)
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4.7 Back rise.—Measured from bottom of crotch, not including
width of geam, up back of garment to middle of back edge of waist-
band. (C'to J, fig. 1.)

4.8 Width across inseam.—Measured from inside corner of one
leg to other leg. Legs spread and inseam stretched taut in straight
line. (@to O, to F, fig. 1))

L9 Front opening.!—~Measured from bottom of opening to top
edge of waistband. (K to H, fig 1.)

4.10 Width across seat—Measured across back of garment at a

point 2% inches above bottom of crotch (table 1) for boys’ shorts,

5. STANDARD MEASUREMENTS

5.1 Standard body measurements for boys, and standard measure-
ments and tolerances for boys’ boxer and regular type (panel-back)
woven shorts, based on these body Ineasurements, are shown in

9.2 Standard minimum measurements for men’s panel-back
shorts, center-seam-back shorts, and boxer shorts are given in tables
2, 3, and 4.

TasLe 1, Shorts, boys'—standard body measurements,! and standard garment
measurements

Boys’ body measurements

Size numbers.._.__________ RN 6 I 8 ’ 10 ’ 12 ’ 14 , 16
Height .. . in.{ 48 50 54 58 61 64
Weight_ ... ([T TITTTTTTmme Ib..| 49 59 73 87 100 115
b eI in.. 204 234 2434 2514 264 2134
Location Garment measurements (woven shorts) Tolerances
Total longth i'ni.o 5 h}.l 1% i7i.2 3% hi.a in. ” in. . in.
Oallength 13 1434 =+
Thlgh_. I 00 100 o] o 15 it
8. Elastioallaround....._______ 18 - 183 104 204 o 213 +14
b. Elastic at sides or back 2 20 21 22 23 24 25" +14
Leg width. . . - 9 014 10 1014 1 1114 =+
9 934 10 1034 1134 1214 ES
Back 1444 15 1514 1614 17 1734 =+
16 17 18 19 20 21 =+
614 7 % 8 844 9 14

! Commereial Standard 155-50, Body Measurements for the Sizing of Boys’ Apparel. £
? The total amount of elastic showing in finished garment at rest shall be not less than 6 inches for each

——
1 Given as a guide only, not s a standard,




Fiaure 1 Shorts,

TaBLE 2, Shorts, men’s panel-back—standgrd minimum measurements
(U. I. Woy-M1) '

Size
Location )
28 30 32 34§ 38 38 40 42 4 46 48 50
- n. | in. | m. m. i f e | in . | i | in. | in. in,
Total length--.---_, ...... 18 16141 164| 17 17 17. 1734 18 18 18140 184 19
%‘VM sltl .................... 133 14y 1434 15y 1834 16y 16%] 17y 1734 1844 18% 19
a. Elastic all around...__ #0002 (2830 | 32| 5 | 54 B8 140 | 2 4| g
b. Elastic at sides or . .
Strap at bagki T el dondl B 2 Sl B0 B D D 4 B B
¢. Strap at backs_ " d
28 . 32 34 3614f 38 40 42350 441g] 46 48141 50
32; 34 36141 38 40 4214 4614 141 5014
%%g 1| 14 14 3 1 1 194 1852 10
18 107 a4 1% 4 a2 24 X
idtn t"é%%%é%%iéééé%%%é%é%%}%%
-1 8CTOSS seat_._______ 3 : |
Front opening‘-, ......... 0l4i 9% 9% 10y . 1034] 103 1084 1144, 1134 1134 113 124
. ! The total amount of elastic sliowin In finished garment at rest shall be niot less than 6 inches for each size,
18traps shall be so buttoned that I'buttonholes on straps are filled with buttons,
3 Ties shall be entire} loosened : :

{ Given as a guide only, not as 4 standard,




TaBLE 3.  Shorts, men’s center-seam-back—standard minimum measurements
(U. L. Wov-M2) ’

8ize
Location - - -
2 30 32 34 , 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50
. | in.| i | in | tn in. lin. | in. | in. | . in. | i,
Total length_ . . . __ 16 16 16; 16! 17 17y 17 17%] 18 1811 1814] 1834
%‘V%? .................... 134 13 14, 14 1844} 15%| 16 18 173 17%¢, 18Y4} 18
8. Elastie all around____ 24 26 28 30 32 34 | 36 38 40 42 44 46
b. Elastic at sides or ] - -
back 1 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 44 46 48
‘¢. Strap at back .. .. 32 414 36% - 384 49! 44 46141 48 5034
d. Strap at sides 28;2 32141 3414] 36 38}a1 4015] 42 44 46l4] 48 5014
e. Tiestrings at sidess | 28] 3014 3216l 3414 3614l 3814l 49 214 4le 4814 48 501
Log width.______ SRR I ¥ 3 12 12 13 1 13 14 14141 - 15 15 18| 16 17
Frontrise.___ . 77T 141 1134 12 123 133 13%] 14 14% 15341 1534 16 4| 1634
Backrise..____ 77" 17 17141 18 18141 19 19 20 20 21 21141 22 2213
Width across inseam. ... 11 11 11 n 11 11 11§11 11- 11 11 11
idth across seat._____ ..~ 20 21 22 23 241 25 26 27 23 20 1 30 31
Front openingé._ __.__. "~ 0l 944 9% 10| 104 1034 1034 1 nYi 1114 11341 12

1 The total amount of elastic showing in finished garment at rest shall be not less than 6 inches for each size,
! 8traps shall be so buttoned that all buttonholes on straps are filled with buttons,

1 Ties shall be entirely loosened.

¢ Given as a guide only, not as s standard,

TaBLE 4, Shorts, men’s bozer—standard minimum measurements

Size
Location

28 30 32 , 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 ’ 50

in in, v n. | . | in. | in. | n. . i | | n. | in.
b — 193 1558 108 104 13| 18 1ot 19 1 1 w1 I

{4 ¢ D e £ ] §

Toaist, slastio all around " 24 | 26 | 28| 30| 32| 8¢%| S0 4| MK 0| 42w st
Leg width 1114 3 14 141 15 1515 16 1634] 17
Front rise. . 14 | 14 14141 14141 15 15 1534
Backrise..______ - 8 - 19 20 20 21 21 22 22 22
Width across inseam - - 11 1 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
Width across seat,....____| 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
Front openingt,_____ (7 7 034 10y IQ% 1034 10’/{‘ Nyl 1y 11341 1184 124

1 Given as g guide only, notasa standgrd.

6. IDENTIFICATION

6.1 In order to assure the cor;xs‘i_imef that he is receiving garments
which comply with standard minimum measurements, it is recom-
mended that men’s and boys’ shorts manufactured to conform to
such standard measurements be identified by a sticker, tag, or other
label attached to the garment carrying the following statement:

- This garment has been made to measurements which (with °
proper allowance for shrinkage) are in accordance with Com-
mercial Standard CS137-51, as developed b industry and the trade,

under the procedure of the Commodity Standards Division, and
issued by the U. 8. Department of Commerce,

Or, more briefly—

Size (with proper allowance for shrinkage) conforms to CS137-51,
as developed by industry and the trade and issued by the U. 8.
Department of Commerce,




1. EFFECT.VE DATE - - .

7.1 Having been passed through the regular procedure of the
Commodity Standards Division, and approved by the acceptors
hereinafter listed, this commercial standard was issued by the United
States Department of Commerce, effective from March 2, 1951.

HISTORY OF PROJECT

In the latter part of 1933 and early in 1934, the Underwear Insti-
tute adopted the report of C. H. Hamlin, its research associate at the
National Bureau of Standards, covering size measurements for
men’s and boys’ shorts made from woven fabrics. For purposes of
expediency in connection with the Code of Fair Competition of the
Underwear and Allied Products Manufacturing Industry, these data
were suspended: until September 5, 1935. Later they were made
available in “Standard Sizes of Kn.it Underwear”’ issued by the
Underwear Institute. - o ' R

On November 27, 1942, the Office of Price Administration requested
the cooperation of the National Bureau of Standards in the estab-

“lishment of a commercial standard for men’s and boys’ shorts made
from woven fabrics. ~ _ ‘ ,

In order to determine the current status of the measurements
included in “Standard Sizes of Knit Underwear,” the Underwear
Institute, in cooperation with the Division of Trade Standards (now
Commodity Standards Division) checked with representative mem- -
bers of the industry. The comment received indicated that the in-
dustry as a whole was still favorable to the measurements covered
in Mr. Hamlin’s report of 1933 and 1934. ‘ ,

Accordingly, agreeable to the request of the Underwear Institute
a proposed commercial standard on size measurements for men’s
and boys’ shorts (woven fabrics) was developed and copies sent to
representatives of all concerned, including manufacturers, distributors,
and consumers, for additional comment and recommendations. In
the light of comment received, and with the unqualified endorsement
of a number of interested organizations, no public hearing was believed
necessary.

The recommended commercial standard on size measurements
for men’s and boys’ shorts (woven fabrics) was submitted to the entire
trade for written acceptance on March 22, 1946. Having received
acceptances in writing estimated to represent a satisfactory majority,
announcement was issued on October 30, 1946, that the standard,
designated CS137-46, would become effective for new production
from December 30, 1946.

First Revision

On March 17, 1949, the Underwear Institute requested that the
standard be revised to include men’s and boys’ boxer shorts. The
standing committee endorsed the proposal, which was circulated to
manufacturers, distributors, and consumers for written acceptance.:




The completion of the revision was announced on J anuary 2, 1951,
and Commercial Standard 137-51 (second edition) became effective

for new production from March 2, 1951,

Project Mana%:: L. R. Gilbert, Commodity Standards Division, Office of In-
dustry and Commerce. AR A _ :

Technical Adviser: R. 8, Cleveland, Organic and Fibrous Materials Division,
National Bureau of Standards. .

STANDING COMMITTEE

The following individuals comprise the membership of the standing
committee, which is to review, prior to circulation for acceptance,
revisions proposed to keep the standard abreast of progress. Each
organization nominated its own representative. Comment concern-
ing the standard and suggestions for revision may be addressed to
any member of the committee or to the Commodity Standards
Division, Office of Industry and Commerce, United States Depart-
ment of Commerce, which acts as secretary for the committee.

Roy A). CueNEY, Underwear Institute; 2 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. (chair-
man). . -

P. HuBertr Hanes, P. H. Hanes Knitting Co., Winston-Salem, N. C.

B. ALLEN MageE, The B. V. D. Co. Empire State Building, New York, N. Y.

Sor Levy, Hansley Mills, Barnesvil’fe, Ohio. ‘

T. L. BLANkE, National Retail Dry Goods Association, 100 West Thirty-first
Street, New York, N.Y Cot S ' :

Ler K. Ponp, 1061 West Thirty-fifth Street, Chicago 9, Iil. (representing Mail
Order Association of America). . N

GEORG?) BéaOUNT, Woodward & Lothrop, Eleventh & F Streets NW., Washing-
ton, D, C. ' ’

PRESTON BD gmnem, American Retail Federation, 1627 K Street N W., Wash-
ington, D. C. , . ‘

M%S.CMARGARET H. KinesBURY, U. 8. Department of the Interior, Washington,

MERs. CrarrorTe PaynE, National Council of Women of the United States, 501
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. :

Mgs. E. H. DanieL, Broad Branch and Grant Roads NW., Washington, D. C.
(representing General Federation of Women's Clubs).

MRes. Crara TrroPP, Professional Woman’s League, Inc., 417 East Eighty-
fifth Street, New York, N. Y. ,




ACCEPTANCE OF COMMERCIAL STANDARD

If acceptance hag not Previously been filed, thig sheet Properly filled in, signed,
and returned will provide for the recording of your organization a3 an acceptor of
this commerecia] standard, '

C‘ommodity Standards Division,
Office of Industry ang Commerce,
U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington 25,D. C.

Gentlemen:

(Cut on this line)

- We understand, of course, that only those articleg which actuaﬂy
comply with the standard in ga]] respects can be identified op labeled
as conforming thereto,

Signature of authorized officer_ _ ___ R
’ (In ink)

(Kindly typewrite or print the following lines) .

Name and title of above ofﬁcer---____"-__--____“____.- .........

City, e
—_—

! Underseore which one, Ploase see that separate aceeptances are fileq for all subsidiary Companies and
affiliates which should be listed Séparately ag dcceptors, In the €ase of relatad interests, trade assocfationg
trade gaptiars, etc., desiring to record thejr general support, the words “Generg] Support should be added
after the s gnature,




TO THE ACCEPTOR

The following statements answer the usual questions arising in
connection with the acceptance and its sffni.ﬂcaknce:
L E’nforcement.—Coqa.mercial standards are commodity specifica-

standard and the signing of an acceptance does not preclude such
departures; however, suc signature indicates an intention to follow
the commercial standard, where practicable, in the production, dis-
tribution, or consumption of the article in question. ,

3. The Departmeni's responsibility.—The major function performed
by the Department of Commerce in the voluntary establishment of
commerciaf standards on a Nation-wide basis is fourfold: first, to act

as an unbiased coordinator to bring all interested parties together for

distributors, and users ; and fourth, after acceptance, to publish and
promugate the standard for the information and guidance of buyers
and sellers of the commodity, ‘ ,

4. Announcement and promulgation.—When the standard has been
endorsed by a satisfacto majority of production or consumption in
the absence of active, valid opposition, the success of the project is
announced. If, hower, in the opinion of the standing committee
or of the Department of Commerce the sulll)lll)ort of any standard is
inadequate, the right is reserved to withhold promulgation and
publication. '
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ACCEPTORS

right to depart therefrom as they individually deem advisable. Tt is expected
that articles which actually comply with the requirements of this standard in all
respects will be regularly identified or labeled as conforming thereto, and that

purchasers will require such specific evidence of conformity.

ASSOCIATIONS Hansley Mills, Inec., Paris, Ky.
Harvard Cooperative Society, Cambridge, Mass,
(General Support) Harwood Manufacturing Corp., New York, N, Y.

Hatch Textile Research, New York, N, Y
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, Washington, | Hecht Co., The, W n, D. C,

D, C. Henderson & Ervin, Charlottesville, Va,
Mail Order Association of America, Chicago, 111, Hengerer, William, Co. Buffalo; N. Y.
Ni atiox%l Associatio% of(J Retall Clothiers & f'u.mish- Higginbotham-gali%gg do., Dallag, Tex.

ers, Wag n, D. C, . .

National Couneil of Women of the U, 8., Inc., New | Howland D, Goods Co., The, Bri port, Conn.

York, N. Y. Hunter Bros. Co., Ine,, Statesville, N, C.
Industria]P&Beroducts & Research Co., Philadel

FIRMS AND OTHER INTERESTS phia,
Interstate Department Stores, New York, N. Y.

Ainsbrooke, Ine., Dothan, Als. Ives Upham & Rand Co., The, Meriden, Conn.
Alles Mannfacturing Co., Fort Worth, Tex. Johnston & Larimer, Ine,, Wichita Kans.
Allied Purchasing Corp., New York, N, Y. Kann, 8., Bons Co., W m, D, C.
American Manufacturing Corp., Inc., New Orleans, Kaynee ('}o., The, éleveland, Ohio.

La. Klein-Norton Co., Los Angeles, Calif,
Arkwright, Ine., New York, N. Y. Knothe Bros. Co., Inc., New York N. Y.
Askin Bros. Co., Inc., Baltimore, Md, Krupa, John, Jr., Little Falls, N. ¥.
+Atlas Underwear Co. The, Richmond, Ind. Kugelman’s, Woodsville, N. H.

Avery, Thomas W., Clifton, N, J. Laubach, William, & Sons Department Store,
B. V.D. Co., Ine., Baltimore, Md. Easton, Pa,

. V. D. Co,, Inc., New York, N. Y. Linooln%tores, Ine., Quincy, Mass.

Ball & Giles, Ine. Troy, N. Y, Lipman, Wolfe & C'o., Portland, Oreg.
By bt b T

artel, ., Co. n . » Ne » N

Bean, C. W., & Son, Pacolet, 8. G. Y& Catom QoL &

Jls{aabxey & Carew Co., Cincinnati, Ohio,

Beltex Manufacturing Co., New York, N. Y. R. H,, & Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.
, Berkey Co., Philadelphia, Pa. - " Malley, Edward Op, o, e vl N. ¥.
I Biltmore Sport Co., New York, N. Y, Manhattan Shirt Co., The, Paterson, 1131' . J.
| Bisom Co., Inc., New York, N' Y. M tt J., Co., Pittsburgh, Pa,
! ! ansmann, » Co., ¥ urgh, Pa.
| Bittner-Hunsicker & Co., Allentown, Pa. Marston Co., The, San Diego, Calit, - _
1 Block, William H., Co,, ‘The, Indianapolis, Ind, Massachusetts State Prison Industries  Office
: Brager-Eisenberg, no,, Baltimore, Md. Charlestown, Mass.
Brown Durrell Co., Cambridge, Mass, Massachusetts, University of, University Store,
; Bry Block Mercantile Corp., Memphis, Tenn, " Ambherst, Mass,
Burney, H. Sii & Coﬁ Schenectady, N.'Y, . May Co., The, Denver, Colo,
Bush & Bull Corp., ethiehem, Pa, McCreery, James, & Oo., New York N.Y.
Butler Bros., Chicago, 111, . Merkel Co., The, Atlantle City, N, J.
Carolina Underwear Co., Inc., Thomasville, N. O, Miller & Peck Co., Waterbury, 'Conm.
Coopers, Inc., Kenosha, Wis, . : Minnesots, University of, School of Home Eco-
Coppin, John R., Co., Inc., Covington, Ky. normics, St. Paul, M
Creery Shirt Shop, Inc., Richmon , Va. Missouri, University of, Columbia Mo.
Croyden 8hirt Co., Inc,, New York, N, Y. Munsingwear, Ine., Minnesapolis, Minn,
Dannenberg Co., ’i‘he, Macon, Ga. . Maurphy, (g%., Co., McKeesport, Pa.
Derby Underwear Co,, Bowling Green, Ky. Muzzy Bros. Co. In., The, ristol, Conn,

Desmond’s, Los Angeles, Calif. 5 i
Diamond 'Department ! Store, The, Charleston, ﬁmﬁoﬁ‘}s’,s 1(‘:,, ?L%}i;n Va.
W. Va, ) Namm’s, Ine,, Brooklyn, N Y.
. Dtlitricf) ofc Columbis, Government of the, Washing- Nantex Manufacturing ‘Inc,, New York, N. Y.

4

Eagle, 8., & Sons, Solma, Als N or, M. Ino,, Mot Fer oo and A i

Earl Shirt Corp., 'The, New York, N. Y. Trenton, N. - - ent Institutions and Agencies,

Elder Manufacturing Co., 8t, Louis, Mo. New Yorker Manufacturing Co., New York, N, Y.

Elking 5-10-25¢ Stores, Yoakum, Tex, Nirenberg, M., & Sons, Ine,, New York, N. Y.

Emery Bird Thayer Co., Kansas City, Mo. Outlet Co. Providence, R, 1.

Erlanger Dry Goods Co,, Canton, Ohio. Phoenix Mills, New York, N. Y.

Fair, The, Chicago, 111, . ' Pioneer Manufacturing Co, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Pandel Co., 8t. Cloud, Minn, . Pomeroy’s, Inc., Reading, Ba.

Fuller 8hirt Co., Inc,, The, Kingston, N. Y. Prior, George W., Co., Denver, Colo,

Fuller Uniform Co., Dallas, Tex. Raleigh H;%erdasher (Y n, D, C.

Garfinckel, Julius, & Co. Washington, D, C. Reis, Robert, & Co., New Yor ,N. Y.

Gertz, B., Ine,, Jp,maica,_iv. Y. hodes Bros., Tacoma, Wash,

Goodengw Taer qusitute New Yar, N. Y. Riverds ShA G e (o Now York
00Genow Textiles Co. nsas City, Mo. verside hderwear Corp.,, New York,

Grace Manufacturing do., Philadelphia, Pa, N. Y, P

Grant, Gail G, Co,, Painesville, Ohio, Rivoli Mills Chattanooga, Tenn,

Grosner of Washingto Washington, D. C, Robinson anufacturing Co., Ine, Dayton, Tenn.

Halle Bros, Co., The, dleveland, Ohio, Royal Manufacturing Co, Ine., Al.ientown, Pa,

g »
Hanes, P, H,, Knitti’ng Co., Winston-Salem, N. C, | 3. Q. R. Store, The, Anaheim, Calif,

11
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Saluda Corp., New York, N. Y,

Sceva Speare Co., The, Ifaverhill, Mass,

Schear’s Department, Store, Evansville, Ind,

Schudson, Charles, Ine. l\rfﬂwaukee, Wis,

Schwartz Department §tore, Anaconda, Mont,

Seegull Manufacturing Co., Philadelphla, Pa,

Sheffield Unde ent Corp., New York, N, Y

Slumberland Nightwear Co., Kew York, . Y.

Smith, Timothy, Co., Boston, Mass,

Standard’s KnittingMills, Ine., Knoxville, Tenn.

Stearns, R. H., Co., Boston, Mass. -

Sterling Stores Co., Ine., Little Rock, Ark,

Stockton Dry Goods Co,, Stockton, Calif,

Stone Manufacturing Co., Greenvifle, 8.0,

Strawbridge & Clothier, Philadelphia, Pa. .

Superior Co., Inc., Piqua, Ohio; New York, N. Y,

T«%ﬁlg %es’t{mg & Research Laboratories, New
ork, N, Y. .

Topkis Bros., Co., Wilmington, Del.

Trichon, Morris, Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

Tyson Shirt Co., Norristown, Pa.

Union Co., The, Columbus, Ohio.

Union Underwear Co., Inc., New York, N. Y,

Utlea Knitting Co., Utica, N

I

Varsity Pajamas, New York, N. Y.
Vi t, New York, N. Y,
Wasson, H. P., & Co., Indianapolis, Ind.
Ltd., Baldwin, L. I, N. ¥.

erman’s Boys Shop, Tampa, Fla.
Wiley Dry Goods Co., The, Hutchingon, Xans,
Wilson Bros,, Chieago, I1,
Wise Smith Co., Ine., Hartford, Conn.
Wolf & Dessauer, Fort Wayne, Ind.
Woodward & Lothrop, ‘Washington, D, C.
Wright-Metzler Co., niontown, Pa.
Younker-Davidson’s, Sioux City, Iowa.
Ziesel Bros. Co,, Elkhart, Ind,

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Agriculture, U, 8. Department of, Division of Pur-
chase, Sales and Traffie, Washington, D. C

| Atmg Department of the, Office of Assistant Chief
of Staft -

,_Standards Branch, Washington, D. C.

National Production Authority, U. 8. Department
of Commerce, Washington, D. O,

Interior, U. 8. Department of, Bureau of Indian

Aftairs, Washington, D, C.
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